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Mr. Geoffrey Casey 

Principal’s Message 

 

Happy Holidays Shady Side Families! Hope everyone had a nice Thanksgiving Break and will 

be able to enjoy the rapidly approaching Winter/Christmas Break. It is easy to become 

overwhelmed with all the preparations and forget to enjoy times with family and friends. I feel so 

lucky to be part of this great community. The involvement of our parents is impressive. I was so 

impressed with the parent involvement during American Education Week this year. Sometimes it 

was almost standing room only in the two EEE (Arts Integrations) classrooms because of the 

visits. I am so thankful for all the students and parents that supported the PTO: Joe Corbi’s 

Fundraiser program this year. Most of the special school assemblies and a lot of our technology 

is only possible because of these efforts. We also celebrate the connection between families and 

the school by continuing to allow parents to eat lunch with their children. You do not need to 

schedule this with us, but please check-in in with the office and sadly, leave siblings home. 

 

 

 

 

Reminders: 

 

12/4/2018  5th Grade trip to A.A. Community College 

12/6/2018 Two-Hour Early Dismissal for teacher Professional Development 

12/10/2018 Winter Concert – 7:00 p.m. 

12/17/2018 Barnes and Nobles Night  

Winter/Christmas Break (Monday 12/24 – Tuesday 1/1/2019) 

 

 

 

 

 

1/2/2019 Welcome Back 2019! 

 

 

 

 



SSES Mission/Vision/Values 

 
We are a dynamic and diverse community who develop the whole child to create caring leaders in a 
progressive and technological society.  Through differentiation and collaboration, we foster academic 
excellence, support personal growth and ethics by nurturing creativity and problem solving.  To ensure 
success, we offer all children a safe and caring environment that provides building blocks for life. 
 
Shady Side Elementary School is a warm, nurturing environment where we envision: 

• Students and staff feeling safe and confident to challenge themselves and take educational risks 
to accelerate achievement 

• Differentiated instruction enabling students to develop higher level thinking skills as they actively 
engage in rigorous, student-centered learning experiences with real life applications 

• Technology and the Arts integrated into the learning process acknowledges each child’s unique 
contribution to the world 

• A continuous, collaborative partnership among the school, parents, and community to ensure 
students become responsible, successful citizens and lifelong learners. 

We will fulfill our mission by using these core values to guide our daily decisions: 

• We will seek to foster communication and cooperation between and among all members of the 
Shady Side community. 

• We will promote a warm, safe, accepting environment that respects people, ideas, perspectives 
and cultures within our school community. 

• We will reflect an attitude and belief that every student can learn. 

• We will integrate new technology to motivate students and to expand teaching techniques and 
opportunities. 

• We will incorporate the arts into the core subject areas to develop the whole child. 
 

Attendance Reminders 

 
Students are not allowed to enter the building until 8:55 a.m. due to lack of supervision. 

 

When your child is absent, please send a note stating the reason for the absence upon your 

child’s return to school.  Absences more than five days require a physician’s note.  When these 

procedures are not followed, the absence code must be assumed to be unlawful and will be coded 

as unexcused. 

 

Just a few reminders about attendance: 

If your child arrives after 9:15 a.m. are considered tardy and must be accompanied by a parent or 

responsible adult into the office to be signed it.  If coming from the dentist or doctor please ask for a 

doctor’s note and present it to one of the secretaries as you are signing your child in. 

 

• If your child leaves before 11:15 a.m., they are absent for the day. 

• If your child leaves after 11:15 a.m., but before 1:15 p.m., they will receive an Early 

Dismissal with ½ day absence. 

• After 1:15 p.m., Early Dismissals will be given for any student who leaves before 3:35 

p.m.     

• This is AACPS and MSDE policy. 

 

  



Upcoming Events 

 

December 

5 - 5th grade to visit Anne Arundel Community College for tour 

   Depart: 9:30 a.m. Return: 3:30 p.m. Cost:  $9.50 

6 - Professional Development. Two-hour Early Dismissal for all students.  

10 - Band/Strings/Chorus Winter Concert  

   Students participating in the program should arrive by 6:30 p.m. 

   7:00 p.m. – Concert 

14 - Spirit Day – Students wear festive holiday shirts or sweaters. 

17 - Interims to be sent home. 

 - Barnes & Noble Night 

21 - Winter Read-a-Thon/School-wide Sing-a-Along (students can wear their pajamas) 

24 – Jan. 1, 2019 Christmas/Winter Break -All schools closed. 

 

 

 

January 

1 - All Schools & Central Offices closed. 

2 - Schools open for teachers and students. 

9 - Club Pictures taken for the yearbook. 

18 - Spirit Day - Sports Day (students wear items that depict your favorite sports teams) 

21 - Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday – All Schools & Central Offices closed. 

24 - Super Dads Day – 7:45 a.m. to 8:45 a.m. 

29/30 - End of second marking period. (47 days) Two-hour early dismissal for all  

  Students, teacher workdays.  Schools closed for p.m. Prekindergarten and 

  ECI students. 

31 - Schools closed for students.  Workday for all teachers. 

 

 

  



 

 
   

Hello Shady Side Families, 

 

December is that time of year when the chill in the air brings excitement for all that 

winter and its celebrations mean to each of us!  It is also a time to be mindful that 

people celebrate in different ways.  Some may not celebrate at all.  In our Arts and 

Humanities classes, we are keeping our focus on the idea that it is valuable to see 

someone else’s perspective. 

 

As we continue to tell our own unique stories through the various art forms ~ 

drama, visual arts, music, and movement ~ we cherish our friends, our families, 

our communities, and our opportunities to learn and grow.  We emphasize that 

empathy – the ability to see the world through another person’s eyes – helps us to 

grow as citizens, as artists, and as members of a community. 

 

Recently our teachers, staff, and some Shady Side community members had an 

opportunity to experience the project-based learning model used to deliver learning 

experiences to our students as Triple E sponsored a “What Does Learning Look 

Like?” fused glass workshop.  It was wonderful to see everyone create their own 

fused glass panels that represented their own unique answer to this PBL question.  

We will be installing the glass panels in our glass vestibule after the new year!  

What a colorful and loving way to welcome our students and visitors! 

 

We wish you the very best during this very busy, and hopefully not-too-cold winter 

season! 

 

Best Wishes to our Shady Side Community, 

 

  

Kathy Wolfstone-Smith    Jennifer Kochanski 

Kwolfstone-smith@aacps.org              jkochanski@aacps.org 

mailto:Kwolfstone-smith@aacps.org
mailto:jkochanski@aacps.org


Guidance News 

Ms. Blandford 

  

Our Spirit Day for December will be on December 14th.  We are inviting 

students to wear festive holiday shirts or sweaters.  In the past, we have seen 

some very creative, homemade outfits.  If you are one that is creative, here’s 

your chance to show us your skills.  Our January spirit day is January 18th.  It 

will be sports themed.  Students are encouraged to wear items that depict their 

favorite sports teams.   

 

Thank you to everyone who sent in canned food items to support the Maryland Food Bank.  Ms. 

Maloney’s class brought in 41 items and Ms. Miller brought in 80.  They were the top collectors.  

They will be celebrating with popcorn and a movie before the holidays.  We also collected 

$380.45 in monetary donations.   

 

In January we will be collecting money to support the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society.  More 

information about this will come out after the holidays.   

 

Super Dads Day is January 24th from 7:45 until 8:45. We will be sending home a flyer after the 

holiday break.  Grandparents Day is scheduled for March 15th.   

 

There will be no Human Relations Committee in December.   

 

 
 

Reading News 
 
 
Mrs. Blundell and Mrs. Whalen  

 

Season’s Greetings!  Thanks to our volunteers for all they do every week to 

support our teachers and students.  

 
 
December 21st will be Shady Side’s Winter Read-a-Thon. Students can 

wear their pajamas, bring something comfy to lie on and read, read, read. 

Please help your child find some good books to bring to our celebration! 
  



 

Cultural Arts- December 2018 
Music- Mrs. Witmer 

  
 

 

 

 

 

Band and Strings- Mrs. Logan    Media- Mrs. Guy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

P.E.- Ms. Pastrana 

 

December is a musical month here at Shady Side! The Winter concert featuring the 
Strings, Band and Chorus is Monday, December 10th at 7:00 p.m., with a school 
assembly performance at 2:00 p.m. If your child is in one of these ensembles and 
has not turned in a permission slip, please do so as soon as possible. See Mrs. 
Witmer for extra copies! Students should come to school that day with 
instruments/music and in concert dress: white top, black/dark blue bottoms. 
Our Barnes and Noble Book Fair and holiday performance is the following week: on 
Monday, December 17th from 5:15-6:15 p.m. at Barnes and Noble in the Annapolis 
Harbour Center.  It will feature members of the Chorus, Advanced Strings and 
Advanced Band. Please come in holiday attire and be ready to perform before your 
scheduled time: Chorus at 5:30, Strings at 5:45 and Band at 6:00.  This is a great 
opportunity to find last minute Christmas gifts while supporting our school! I look 
forward to seeing many Shady Side students at this event!  

 

The Winter Music Program will be on Monday, 
December 10 at 7:00 PM.  Mrs. Logan is happy 
to see all of you then!  Barnes and Noble Book 
fair is on Monday, December 17.  Advanced 
band, advanced strings, and the Shady Side 
chorus will be performing there.  Mrs. Logan 
can't wait to see you all there!  Happy holidays 
and happy 2019 to all the Shady Side families.  
 

Please join us for our in-store Barnes and 
Noble Book Fair on Monday, December 
17th. The book fair is all day, but we will be 
having events such as musical performances 
and guest readers from 5:30pm-7pm. 
Please share this information with friends 
and family who will be doing Christmas 
shopping.  
Grades K- 2: In the month of December 
these students will be exploring books 
discussing various holiday celebrations and 
traditions across religions and cultures. We 
will enjoy many holiday classics, as well.  
Grades 3-5: We will discuss plagiarism, 
note-taking and creating a bibliography.  
 

Thank you for continuing to send your students in 
sneakers on PE days! If your child does not have the 
proper footwear to play safely in PE, they will fill out 
an "On the Bench" worksheet that will be sent home 
to get signed. This is just a reminder to wear 
sneakers!  
During December, all grades will be entering and 
completing our Basketball/Dribbling with hands unit! 
Grade 5 will focus on reviewing skills and applying 
them to a small sided basketball game. Grades 3 and 
4 will continue learning, reviewing, and mastering 
the skills involved in basketball. Grades Pre-k through 
2 will be introduced to, learning, and practicing 
dribbling with hands and passing to targets during 
this unit! 
 


